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alone on the high school's foot-
ball field for less than a minute 
after games.  
 The lower court's ruling was 
"flat wrong," according to an 
amici curiae ("friends of the 
court") legal brief filed in support 
of a petition to the U.S. Supreme 
Court and signed by Project 21 
and nearly seventy other groups 
and individuals. The brief stated 
that it is "absurd to label an act of 
obvious personal gratitude and 
humility governmental speech 
that is prohibited by the Consti-
tution," and that Americans' per-
sonal speech cannot violate the 
Constitution's Establishment 
Clause "simply because the pub-
lic can see them."  
 "As a black man who has always 
been involved in sports - both as 
a student-athlete and a parent-
coach - I can definitively say 
there isn't a black person in 
America who wants to take away 
anyone's right to pray. On the 
field, we pray for the safety of 
our players without any objec-
tions," said Project 21 member 
Derrick Hollie. Hollie is the pres-
ident of Reaching America, 
another group that has signed 
onto the brief. "This is just 
another way the left is trying to 
divide us as a nation and take 
God away from us." 

 Petty Officer 3rd Class Kari Whitehead stands proudly as 
a member of the Navy’s Electronic Attack Squadron 139. 
(Photo by Lt. Cmdr. Jake Joy, Navy Office of Community Outreach) 

The brief further asserted that the 
9th Circuit Court's ruling, as it 
stands, threatens the First 
Amendment rights of public em-
ployees while they are at work 
and when they are visible to the 
public. It cited examples from 
the hypothetical to the historical 
to make that case - including a 
teacher wanting to pray before 
eating lunch, and President Joe 
Biden closing remarks on Au-
gust 26, 2021 by saying: "May 
God bless you all and may God 
protect the troops and all those 
standing watch for America." 
 The brief also asserted that the 
9th Circuit misapplied the Estab-
lishment Clause meant to stop 
state-established religion, argu-
ing that it was "indisputably 
clear" that the coach's prayers 
were personal, and the school's 

Project 21 joins many faith leaders,  lawmakers, others in 
support of coach’s right to pray after games ... from sports 1

Millington native serves with Navy Electronic Attack Squadron 

ated in 2017. Today, Whitehead 
uses skills and values similar to 
those found in Millington. 
“I learned the importance of hard 
work and the value of hard work 
paying off,” said Whitehead. 
 
 These lessons have helped 
Whitehead while serving in the 

Navy. 
 Built to replace the EA-6B 
Prowler, the EA-18G Growler is 
a carrier-based electronic war-
fare aircraft and the cornerstone 
of the naval Airborne Electronic 
Attack (AEA) mission. It’s plat-
form is derived from the combat 
proven F/A-18F Super Hornet 

aircraft, and adds a sophisticated 
electronic warfare suite that en-
ables it to suppress enemy air de-
fenses as well as electronic attack 
operations. 
 The Growler has two seats, is 
over 60 feet long and can weigh 
up to 66,000 lbs. when fully 
loaded with all missiles and elec-
tronic jammers. It is capable of 
traveling over 1,100 miles per 
hour around 1.5 times the speed 
of sound. 
 Serving in the Navy means 
Whitehead is part of a team that 
is taking on new importance in 
America’s focus on rebuilding 
military readiness, strengthening 
alliances and reforming business 
practices in support of the Na-
tional Defense Strategy. 
 “The Navy provides a presence 
around the world to protect our 
nation from anyone wanting to 
do harm,” said Whitehead. 
 With more than 90 percent of all 
trade traveling by sea, and 95 
percent of the world’s inter-
national phone and internet traf-
fic carried through fiber optic 
cables lying on the ocean floor, 
Navy officials continue to em-
phasize that the prosperity and 
security of the United States is 
directly linked to a strong and 
ready Navy. 
 
 According to Chief of Naval Op-
erations Adm. Mike Gilday, four 
priorities will focus efforts on 
sailors, readiness, capabilities, 
and capacity. 
 “For 245 years, in both calm and 

By Alvin Plexico,  
Navy Office of Community 

Outreach 
 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. – Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Kari White-
head, a native of Millington, Ten-
nessee, is serving with the U.S. 
Navy’s Electronic Attack Squad-
ron 139. 

“I come from a military family, 
and hearing their experiences 
made me want to be part of 
something so important,” said 
Whitehead. "I served four years 
in Navy Junior ROTC in high 
school. This experience taught 
me that you're not going to get 
your hand held. They're going to 
push you to your limits to give 
you leadership opportunities out-
side your comfort zone." 
Whitehead joined the Navy two 
years ago. Today, Whitehead 
serves as an aviation ordnance-
man. 
Whitehead attended Millington 
Central High School and gradu-

“I come from a military 
family, and hearing their ex-
periences made me want to be 
part of something so impor-
tant,” said Whitehead. "I 
served four years in Navy 
Junior ROTC in high school. 
This experience taught me 
that you're not going to get 
your hand held. They're going 
to push you to your limits to 
give you leadership opportu-
nities outside your comfort 
zone." 

rough waters, our Navy has stood 
the watch to protect the home-
land, preserve freedom of the 
seas, and defend our way of life,” 
said Gilday. “The decisions and 
investments we make this decade 
will set the maritime balance of 
power for the rest of this century. 
We can accept nothing less than 
success.” 
 Whitehead and other sailors 
have many opportunities to 
achieve accomplishments during 
their military service. 
 “I was meritoriously promoted 
to my current rank of AO3 in 
early September,” said White-
head. "This was one of the prou-
dest moments of my career. I had 
to study hard and work harder to 
prove myself. It was humbling to 
know that my command wanted 
me to succeed. Being recognized 
for my efforts in front of the com-
mand was very rewarding." 
  
As Whitehead and other sailors 
continue to train and perform the 
missions to support national de-
fense, they take pride in serving 
their country in the United States 
Navy. 
 
“I wanted to serve since I was 
young because I wanted to be 
part of something bigger than 
me,” added Whitehead. "Having 
the drive to do better gives me 
the confidence to succeed. I al-
ways have goals, and the Navy 
always gives me goals to 
achieve." 

opposition to them confirmed he 
was not acting as a public offi-
cial. The ruling's assertion that 
publicity made this an Establish-
ment Clause issue was erro-
neous, claimed the brief, because 
"[t]he publicity was caused by 
the inappropriate ban, not by 
Coach Kennedy." 
 "Our religious freedom and free-
dom of speech are enshrined in 
the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, and we have had 
praying presidents since George 
Washington. So why is this 
coach, or any other public figure, 
now a threat?" asked Project 21 
member and community activist 
Barbara From Harlem. "It makes 
me wonder if this would be an 
issue if he were chanting to an 
unknown god or a slogan such as 
'Black Lives Matter.' This ap-
pears to be nothing more than a 
continuation of the left's war 
against the Judeo-Christian prin-
ciples and ethics upon which our 
country was founded."  
 The brief concluded that, if al-
lowed to stand, the existing rul-
ing in the case "will 
impermissibly and unconstitu-
tionally curtail or chill the private 
religious speech of public offi-
cials." 
 "It is maddening for a court to 

conclude that, because a coach 
prays publicly, his coaching deci-
sions are based on wanting 
others to follow suit and also par-
ticipate in prayer. This argument 
unjustly impugns the integrity of 
Coach Kennedy and Christians 
everywhere," said Project 21 
member Melanie Collette, who 
has over 20 years of professional 
experience in public education. 
"Behind these arguments is an 
insidious attempt by the left to 
shut down the free speech of 
Christians and further the anti-
God agenda that is so prevalent 

in today's public schools. It is my 
fervent prayer the U.S. Supreme 
Court addresses this injustice by 
picking up this case and ruling in 
favor of Coach Kennedy."  
 In addition to Project 21 and the 
groups that spearheaded the legal 

"As a black man who has al-
ways been involved in sports 
- both as a student-athlete 
and a parent-coach - I can 
definitively say there isn't a 
black person in America who 
wants to take away anyone's 
right to pray. On the field, we 
pray for the safety of our 
players without any objec-
tions," said Project 21 
member Derrick Hollie. 

"It is maddening for a court 
to conclude that, because a 
coach prays publicly, his 
coaching decisions are based 
on wanting others to follow 
suit and also participate in 
prayer. This argument un-
justly impugns the integrity of 
Coach Kennedy and Chris-
tians everywhere," said Proj-
ect 21 member Melanie 
Collette.

brief – former Vice President 
Pence's Advancing American 
Freedom and the Young Amer-
ica's Foundation – the brief was 
signed by lawmakers including 
U.S. Representatives Jody Hice, 
Bob Good, Jeff Duncan and 
Warren Davidson; former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich; Dr. 
James C. Dobson and groups 
such as Alliance Defending Free-
dom, Eagle Forum and Life Is-
sues Institute.                                              
Project 21, a leading voice of 
black conservatives for over 25 
years, is sponsored by the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy 
Research. Its members have been 
quoted, interviewed or published 
over 40,000 times since the pro-
gram was created in 1992. Con-
tributions to the National Center 
are tax-deductible and greatly ap-
preciated, and may be earmarked 
exclusively for the use of Project 
21.  
  
 Founded in 1982, the National 
Center for Public Policy Re-
search is a non-partisan, free-
market, independent conservative 
think-tank. Ninety-four percent 
of its support comes from some 
60,000 individuals, less than four 
percent from foundations and less 
than two percent from corpora-
tions.  


